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In the Office Action dated November 5, 2004, Examiner Doung imposed a restriction requirement 
under 35 U.S.C. §121 against claims 1 and 61-1 10 and required that an election be made between one 
of the following groups: 



Group I 



Claims 61-70 and 88-96, drawn to a method for treating the effluent fluid 
stream, classified in class 423, subclass 242.3; and 



Group II 



Claims I, 71-87 and 97-110, drawn to an effluent gas stream treatment 
system, classified in class 422, subclass 172. 



Applicants believe there would be a great economy of cost and effort on the part of the Office, and 
certainly to the applicants, if the closely related subject matter of Groups I - II claims were 
examined together in this one application. Applicants maintain the subject matter of Groups I - II 
define, but one invention, and do not possess sufficient differences to warrant issuance of separate 



In the event the requirement is adhered to, applicants provisionally elect with traverse, the 
invention of Group II, for further examination on the merits. 

In accordance with Office guidelines recited in MPEP Section 821.04, elected apparatus claims 
found to recite patentable subject matter may be rejoined with the provisionally withdrawn method 
of use claims and examined in this one application provided the method of use claims recite 
limitations corresponding to those found to be patentable during examination of the elected 
invention. As such, when the system claims are found to recite patentable subject matter, non- 
elected method of treatment claims should be taken up for examination. 
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patents. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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Attorney for Applicant 
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